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Obituary.

MR. JOHNCAMERON.

Mr. John Cameron, J.P.,one of
Queensland'spioneer pastoralists, a
gentlemanwhose name is held in
affectionate respectin all partsof
Queensland,

died earlythis morning
at his Brisbaneresidence(says.yes
terday's ''Telegraph").

He had been
in

ill-healh
for sometimepast,and

recently underwent an operation. His
lifestoryis largelythe historyof
Queensland's development

as a wool-producingcountry.It was just 50
yearsago when he enteredthe State

withhis fatherand the Messrs.J.
and W. Crombie,and openedup the
Barcaldine country for pastoralpur
poses.Ever sincethat time Mr. Cam-
eron has been prominentlyassociated

with the businessand publiclife of
Queensland,his activities takinghim
into many importantspheresof ser
vice, includingtwo periodsof mem
bershipof the LegislativeAssembly.

The firstof thesewas from 1893 till
1896, when he

represented
the Mitchell..

Then in 1901 he succeededMr. T.
M. Paterson,as memberfor North Bris
bane,and retainedthe seatuntil1908.
Mr. Cameroncamne of colonialScot
tish stock,his parentsbeingin British

Guiana,South America.at the time

of his birthin 1845.The familyhad
a sugar plantationthere,but in

1852 they migrated to Australia,

settling in Victoria. Young John
Cameronfinishedhis schoolingat the
Scots College,Mellourne,and the Gee
long GrammarSchool,and at the
age of 14 foundhimselfplungedinto
the seriousbusinessof life on his
father'sstationin the New England
district. As alreadymentioned, his
introduction

to Queensland came by
way of a journeywitha mob of sheep,

for whichit was resolvedto find pas
ture in western Queensland.

After 18
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months on Barcaldine Downs, Mr.
John Cameron became overseer on
Alice Downs station. He advanced
rapidly,and in 1869 enteredinto a
partnership

for the runningof seve
ral properties. The partnership was
dissolvedeight years later, and Mr.
Camronand Mr. Crombiejointly
bought Kensington Downs and Green
hills in the Muttaburra district.Even
tually Mr. Camerontook Kensington

Downs, and Mr. CrombieGreenhills.

Throughout his long associationwith
the Mitchell district Mr. Cameron
occupieda prominentplace as one
of its most vigorousand success

full
advocates,

both in and out of
Parliament.

He was always asking for
useful directions

in whichto advance

its
interests.

His
keenness

as a pas
toralistasserteditself,notablyin his
13 years' presidency

of the United
Pastoralists and GrazingFarmers'. As
sociation. He was also presidentof
the Pastoral Employers' Association

of Centraland North Queensland for
14 years. His reputation for sound
business ability and integrity preced

ed him into Parliament House, and
he was selectedto serve with the
eommittee which the Nelson Govern

ment nopointedin 1893 to investi

eate the affairsof the Queensland

NationalPank. So successful wans his
work in, that connection that he was
subsequentlyappointed the Government
representative

on the board of di
rectors of the bank,and he main
tainedhis

association
with that in

stitution.

for the rest of his life. Mr.
Cameronwas chairmanof the Queens

land Meat Exportand AgencyCom

panyfor morethan18 years.and
was chairman of the Alliance Assur

ance Companyof Australia chairman

of MoreheadsLimited,and a direc
tor of the UnionTrustees of Aus
tralia. He was alwaysa warm sup
porter of the Caledonian Society,and
was its president for many years.

In Parliament Mr. Cameron never
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aspiredto shineas an orator,but
whenever he spoke the House list
ened with the close attentionwhich
is only commandedby the man who

can lay
irresistible statements

of fact
plainly before his colleagues.His
utterances were always marked by
shrewd

common-sense,
and the experi

enced man of affairsshowed clearly

in the advicehe was ableto offer.


