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PIONEERPASSESON.
MR. RICHARDALFREDTILLS.

USEFUL CAREER ENDS.

Mr. RichardAlfredTills,who
had beenan

outstanding figurein
the lifeof the Far Northfor more
thanhalfa

century,
diedin the

CairnsDistrict Hospital yester-
day

morning

at theageof 77.Mr.
Tills,who was bornin Hull,Eng-
land,came to North

Queensland

as a youngman,and he was one
of the actual pioneers

who saw
Cairnsgrowfromlittlemorethan
mangrove swampto a city.

The timberindustryheldan attrac-

tionin earlylifeforMr.
Tills,

who
aftertakingpartin

pioneering

ven-
tureson the Atherton Tableland,

re-
turned to the coastand

established

a
sawmill at

Jungara. Laterhe moved
to Cairnsand

established himself on
thesitewherethemillsof the

Cairns

TimberLtd.now stand.

IN MANY VENTURES.

Mr. Tills conducted

his millthere
for

severalyearsbefore givingup the
timbertradefor otherpursuits.

He
essayed miningon the old

Mulgrave

field,wherehe owneda
water-wheel

battery.

In lateryearshe wasap-
pointed nspector

of PublicWorksat
Cairns,and

maintained

this position

untilhis
retirement

someyearsago.
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The LateMr. R. A. Tills.

Duringhis timeas WorksInspector

Mr. Tillswas
associated

with the
launchingof the FederalGovern-

ment'ssoldier settlement
and homes

schemein the district.

Likeothersof that
pioneering

band,

who
performed

such lasting service to
the north,Mr. Tillswas

characteristic-

ally
reticent regarding

his part,though
duringhis long

association

with its
development

and publiclife he amassed

valuableknowledgeof historicinter-
est.

PUBLIC LIFE.

He was an
alderman

of Cairnsin
1886,and,aftera breakof few

years,

returned

to the Council tablein 1898,

and
continued

as a member until1908.

In thatperiodhe was three times

Mayor.Mayoral electionswere then
held

annually.

He alsotooka lively

interest
in the

activities

of the Cairns
PoliticalPartyand politicalmove-
mentsclaimed his

attention

for many
years.

In 1887Mr. Tillswas a
lieutenant

of the CairnsGarrison Battery, which
was formedby a

volunteer corpsfol-
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lowing the Russian scareof 1883.He
was the tallest soldierin the

company,

andin hisyouthno stoopof the
shoul-

ders
detracted

fromhis heightof 6ft.
8in.
Mr. Tills,who was

pre-deceased

by
his wifemanyyearsago,leavesa fam-

ily of threedaughters (Mrs.L. Bar-
kerandMissIvy

Tills,
of

Cairns,

and
MissOliveTills,

Ravenshoe),

and two
sons

(Messrs.

A. C. andR.
Tills,

of
Cairns).

MASONIC FUNERAL.

Mr. Tillswas the oldestmemberof
the Gregory Masonic Lodgein Cairns,

and he was
yesterday accorded a

Masonic funeralRev. Johnston,of
St John'sChurchof

England,
con-

ducteda
service

at the
graveside,

and
Rt. Wor.Bro.W. J. Calder readthe
Masonicburialservice.


